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Who Killed Thomas Merton?

A Book Review Excerpted from Catholics Against Militarism Blog

Volume 34, Issue 1,2 & 3, March 30, 2020
By Emmanuel Charles McCarthy

The Martyrdom of Thomas Merton- Paperback
— March 7, 2018 by Hugh Turley, David Martin

The Martyrdom of
Thomas Merton

An Investigation

I read this book cover to cover and it is a solid
presentation of the logically unbridgeable abyss
between the physical evidence that is available for
anyone to examine and the official story put out
by the U.S. Government and the Church
regarding Thomas Merton’s death.

Seldom can one predict that a book will have
an effect on history, but this is such a work.
Merton’s many biographers and the American
press now say unanimously that he died from
accidental electrocution.

From a careful examination of the official
record, including crime scene photographs that
the authors have found that the investigating
police in Thailand never saw, and from reading
the letters of witnesses, they have discovered
that the accidental electrocution conclusion is
totally false.

The widely repeated story that Merton had
taken a shower and was therefore wet when he
touched a lethal faulty fan was made up several
years after the event and is completely
contradicted by the evidence. Hugh Turley and
David Martin identify four individuals as the
primary promoters of the false accidental electrocution narrative.

Another person, they show, should have been treated as a murder suspect. The most likely suspect in
plotting Merton’s murder, a man who was a much stronger force for peace than most people realize, they
identify as the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States government.

Thomas Merton was the most important Roman Catholic spiritual and anti-warfare-state writer of the
20th century and the powers-that-be in the corporate world, in the military world, in the world of the CIA,
FBI and NSA and in the world of government were as acutely aware of the power he possessed to
undermine their bloody profit making schemes as they were of King and Kennedy’s power to do the
same.

To date, Merton has been the subject of 28 biographies and numerous other books. Remarkably, up to
now no one has looked critically at the mysterious circumstances surrounding his sudden death in
Thailand. From its publication date on the 50th anniversary of his death, into the foreseeable future, this
carefully researched work will be the definitive, authoritative book on how Thomas Merton died.

What concerns me is not that the U.S. government had a hand in Merton’s murder and cover-up of
the murder. Clandestinely murdering innocent people is the ordinary modus operandi of all major
governments all the time.

What concerns me is that the leadership of the institutional Church acquiesced to a narrative
regarding the murder of one of its own, which narrative cannot be sustained, indeed is in contradiction
to, the evidence.

Of course, maybe the leadership of the institutional Church did not see Merton as one of its own but
saw him rather as a hair shirt of truth to whom they were glad to say, ever so piously, “Good riddance.”

by Hugh Turley & David Martin Y
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